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themselves some young men may feel pressured to engage in sexual activity. In all 
cases, such behaviors should be strongly discouraged. Sexual activity before becoming 
emotionally, and/or financially secure or responsible can lead to STDs, unplanned 
pregnancies, broken lives and broken dreams.  

 
 Discuss healthy sexuality and how to build healthy relationships with parents, 

guardians, or other trusted adults, before becoming sexually active. Young men and 
young women both should participate in sexuality and family life planning education 
where available. Teen fathers and teen mothers should seek out and participate in 
parenting support/education programs. 

 
 Respect the fact that boys and young men do not have the earning capacity of older 

males. Neither should boys or young men be expected to compete with adult males.  
 

 Understand the fact that girls and young women should, in no way, encourage or force 
their boyfriends or partners to get involved in criminal behavior to provide for their needs 
or wants. Remember that material possessions do not bring happiness and should not 
determine someone’s’ self-worth – you are who you are inside and not what you appear 
to be on the outside. 

 
 End rumoring. Girls and young women are strongly encouraged to quit the rumors, 

which pit male against male. Such behaviors far too often lead to physical confrontations 
between competing young males, sometimes leading to death. Such deaths profoundly 
affect everyone involved spreading to the entire community.  

 
 Advance academically. Realize the importance of making good grades and of being 

actively involved in positive school activities. Share with other students the fact that 
being a good student is the very best way to guarantee future employment and career 
success, and a much healthier community. Such students should be seen as the heroes 
of the school not the brunt of jokes and ridicule. Understand that to be smart is not acting 
white, and being smart is giving one the opportunity to be “green” as in making money.  

 
 Mentor younger children. Utilize ones’ talents to improve the educational achievement of 

the younger people in ones’ community. This is a constructive use of time and talent and 
it will positively affect the climate of the neighborhood in which one lives. Volunteering 
not only helps others, it also makes one feel better about him/her self.  

 
 Stay in school and attain the highest level of education possible. Explore other avenues 

for further education beyond high school that lead toward a career path. These avenues 
may be technical or trade schools, as well as colleges and universities.  

 
 Complete training programs that build trust/respect/self-esteem and give instruction on 

job application skills, interviewing skills, interpersonal skills, goal setting and job 
preparation. Take advantage of support systems and training that will teach one how to 
remain employed and advance ones’ career goals.  

 
 Demand that all adults work diligently to assist youth in obtaining meaningful and legal 

employment. Youth should not feel that the only way to become financially stable is to 
engage in illegal or criminal behavior. Youth should seek employment opportunities with 
major businesses and corporations, as well as businesses in local communities.  

 
 Form peer support/tutoring groups in schools, community centers, and religious 

institutions. Train to become peer educators in conflict resolution and anger 
management.  
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 Participate in student advisory boards that are balanced and diverse. Volunteer to 

become advocates/liaisons between the student population and school administration so 
that youth can have a strong voice in their education.  

 
 Train volunteers to serve as youth counselors who can also participate in related 

activities such as speak-out assemblies at churches, schools and community events. 
 

 Participate in the political process by voting in each and every election because voting 
does impact every aspect of society. Even youth who have not reached voting age can 
make a difference. Get involved in the political process; participate in activities such as 
voter registration, flyer distribution, and making phone calls for getting out the vote.  

 
 Become involved with the Coalition Against Violence. Youth from across neighborhood 

boundaries work together in all initiatives and strategies.  
 

 Develop an anti-violence youth task force as an umbrella group of the Coalition Against 
Violence.  

 
Youth Empowerment: 
 

● Empower the youth to speak for themselves.  Encourage them to speak out at school 
board city and county council meetings about the plight of youth and insist they provide 
whatever is necessary to change the culture of violence in the schools and in the 
community. Seek out adults who are willing to provide ‘training’ on public speaking. 

 
● Help youth discover for themselves their interests, gifts and talents.  Motivate them to 

display and use their talents. 
 

● Expose children, when they are young, to different kinds of educational, recreational, 
cultural, and spiritual events. 

 
● Provide programs and activities for strengthening resiliency, including those that foster 

discipline, accountability, teamwork, self-esteem and character building to give them a 
sense of purpose, pride, and healthy self-worth.  

 
● Encourage all youth to participate in positive uplifting activities and events.  

 
● Ensure that all students have an opportunity to become involved in leadership programs 

by creating a safe group atmosphere and setting. Offer classes that develop leadership 
building skills and encourage peer leadership programs. 
 

● Get students involved in community service and encourage volunteerism; give youth 
ownership of planning, implementation, and presenting. 
 

● Empower youth to organize for peace and other topics important to them. 
 

● Teach youth to be stakeholders in their own neighborhoods and communities. 
 

● Educate youth about the importance of civic engagement beyond civics class in ninth 
grade and involve them in the election process as volunteers during elections.  
Encourage students of voting to register, vote, and even consider running for public 
office. 
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● Reach out to those youths who say they don’t want to change:  encourage them to 
realize their creative talents and motivate them to succeed.  Realize that some youth 
cannot be reached, but do not be discouraged.  The main focus it to make every attempt 
to reach those ‘who are on the fence.’ 
 

● Give girls healthy alternatives, because they can be as aggressive and abusive as teen 
boys. Provide healthy alternatives for boys as well. 
 

● Engage youth, starting at elementary school. Focus on development of violence 
prevention, anti-violence, anti-bullying, alcohol and other drug awareness and education 
at the elementary level, or earlier, because the earlier the intervention the better to 
impact violent behaviors. 
 

● Encourage older siblings to show a more positive way to their younger siblings. 
 
Action Steps for Families and the Community:  
 

● Provide transportation from neighborhoods and local municipalities to encourage more 
youth participation in positive events. 
 

● Actively seek more adults to serve as mentors, informal teachers and positive role 
models. 
 

● Encourage community groups, communities of faith, schools and other places to 
provide space for drop-in programs for children and youth. 
 

● Demand funding for ‘safe spaces’ or havens.  These could be libraries, extended day 
programs, or supervised after-school programs. 
 

● Support classroom-based programs for all students to engage in discussions of 
community issues important to them. 
 

● Develop a youth-oriented directory listing grassroots organizations and community 
nonprofits that are willing to provide venues for leadership education and engagement to 
interested youth. 
 

● Respond to community violence in ways that prevent further conflict; provide first 
responders, mediators, grief workers, community leaders, and other citizens who are 
trained or equipped with the necessary skills. 
 

● Encourage older siblings to show a more positive way for the younger siblings. 
 

● Learn family structure to determine who is engaging in violent behavior; engage families 
as one unit to become less violent. 
 

● Provide more city-wide programs that take kids through reality checks by showing 
young kids what could happen if they continue to display negative, violent behavior.  For 
example, “Scared Straight” programs, or programs that show children about the jails, 
etc.    
 

● Encourage the youth who are currently in rehabilitative juvenile programs to explain to 
younger students their process of transformation. 
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● Insist that policy makers institute viable, workable programs to address the issue of 

violence. Insist that government support existing programs that have proven success 
and provide the necessary funds to replicate throughout the city. 
 

● Utilize “experts” who actually run city-wide programs instead of going to other cities for 
expertise. 
 

● Persuade more grassroots organizations to become involved in the process of making 
positive change for youth and the entire community. 
 

● Encourage adults to mentor youth who have been “written off.” 
 

● Reach out to those youths who say they don’t want to change and encourage them to 
realize their creative talents and motivate them to succeed. 
 

● Speak out at school board, city and county council meetings about the plight of our 
youth and insist they provide whatever is necessary to change the culture of violence in 
the schools and in the community.   Seek out adults who are willing to provide “training” 
on public speaking. 
 

● Seek out adults who can urge student athletes to display more appropriate behavior and 
become positive role models for other youth. 
 

● Provide support for parents to encourage them to take an active and positive role in the 
lives of their children before they become “street-wise” and engage in violent activities 
that can lead to injuries, incarceration, and/or death. 
 

● Provide family education.  Understand family structures to determine who is engaging in 
violent behavior and provide support for the entire family. 
 

● Actively show youth what could happen if they continue to engage in negative and/or 
violent behavior by providing more programs that take them through reality checks, such 
as “Scared Straight.” 
 

● Help youth who are currently in rehabilitative juvenile programs to explain to younger 
students their process of transformation. 
 

● Insist that policy makers institute viable, workable programs to address issues relative 
to violence. 
 

● Utilize more local experts who are providing effective programs that address the issue of 
violence before seeking expertise elsewhere. Insist on government support for local 
program with effective, proven success and provide the necessary funds to replicate 
such programs throughout the city and region. 
 

● Seek and encourage adults to mentor youth who have been ‘written off.’ 
 

● Identify adults who will insist that all student athletes display appropriate behavior and 
become more positive role models for other youth. 

 
 
Permission is granted to reproduce this document, in part, or in its entirety. However, please contact the Coalition 
Against Violence to let us know how this document is being used.   Email address: cav.pgh@gmail.com 
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Zero Tolerance  
 
 

In our comprehensive document, Strategies for Change: Building More Peaceful Communities the Greater 
Pittsburgh Coalition Against Violence (CAV) has provided every part of society with a role to play in 
impacting violence.  The implementation and mobilization of these strategies will make a difference in 
lessening the violence we all abhor. What we seek, however, is a society-wide commitment to ZERO 
TOLERANCE for violence.  Over the years the impact of violence throughout this nation has been far too 
wide and far too deep.  In many of our communities of color the frequent reporting of death by violence has 
become almost commonplace and expected. That viewpoint is unacceptable. It is our stand that everyone 
must have a personal and ongoing commitment to zero tolerance.  
 

 TEACH your children, nieces, nephews and grandchildren that the use of violence in their daily 
interactions is unacceptable. 
 

 FIND positive resolutions to negative interactions. 
 

 SEEK to create an atmosphere in your home, in your schools, in your work place, and in your 
community that values peace and understanding. 
 

 BE a ROLE MODEL for your children, family, and community; Make a personal commitment to live 
a life of active nonviolence, peace and understanding. 
 

 ENGAGE in a LIFETIME COMMITMENT to zero tolerance for violence! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permission is granted to reproduce this document, in part, or in its entirety. However, please contact the Coalition 
Against Violence to let us know how this document is being used.   Email address: cav.pgh@gmail.com 
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The Beginning… 

 

        

THE BLACK POLITICAL 
EMPOWERMENT PROJECT (B-PEP) 

 

“The Time to End the Violence is 
NOW!!!” 

 
B-PEP/ One Hood News Conference 

Thursday, February 8, 2007  

 
Many Pittsburghers, and many citizens of 
Western Pennsylvania and of our 
Commonwealth, were saddened, angered 
and disturbed when we learned that the 
Pennsylvania Black homicide rate leads the 
entire nation.  Just in case anyone 
wondered, most African Americans find this 
statistic startling and absolutely 
unacceptable.  Many community leaders, of 
various backgrounds have come together 
tonight to make it clear, quite clear, that this 
violence must end -- and that it must end 
NOW!!!    
 
 In these early days of Black History Month 
2007 we call upon each and every African 
American to contribute to creating a new, 
peaceful and loving chapter in our 
community life where we look into our hearts 
to see where we have far too frequently 
sought violent solutions when other 
alternatives were readily available to us to 
solve our disputes.   
 
Violence cannot be the norm. It must become 
the exception!  To our African American 
community, I say: White people are not killing 
us.  WE are killing us.   WE have become the 
problem, and WE must now find the 
solutions.  Our churches, our mosques, our 
institutions, our schools and our families 
must set the tone. We must collectively take 
ownership of the problem and set the stage 
for a new day of valuing ourselves as a Black 
people, as a worthy people, as a loving 
people. We have no other choice.  Our future 
IS at stake!! 

 
Though our African American community 
must take the lead in ending “Black on Black 
Violence”, the majority community has a key 
role to play as well.  There is much in the 
history of this nation which has planted the 
roots of destruction within the African 
American community.  Our wish tonight is 
that the majority community will take 
ownership of that history of discrimination, 
racism, segregation and “white privilege” 
which collectively has provided the social 
and psychological foundation for a fractured 
and unhealthy Black community.   
 
That check, which came back to us marked 
“insufficient funds” and about which the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. so eloquently 
spoke of years ago, must now be cashed if 
the African American community is to ever 
have a real and meaningful opportunity to 
fully participate in many wonderful 
opportunities which this nation provides so 
many of its citizens on a daily basis. 
 
On Tuesday, February 20, 2007 at 6:00 pm, 
at the Hill House Association, the Black 
Political Empowerment Project and One 
Hood, have scheduled a “work session” for 
African Americans and for those from the 
majority community who wish to identify 
implementation strategies to support the 
many existing agencies, programs and 
initiatives which already exist to attempt to 
end the violence in our communities.  We 
don’t need to invent new wheels.  We need 
to grease the wheels which already exist.   
 
We will also seek to explore methodologies 
which will produce a much stronger and 
effective commitment on the part of the 
political, foundation and corporate power 
brokers of this region.  Let’s be clear, the 
dream of which Dr. King spoke on a hot day 
in August 1963 has NEVER been realized.  It 
is now imperative that we each do what we 
can do to make the dream a reality!! The time 
is now.  The legacy of King demands it! 
 
 

Tim Stevens, Chairman 

The Black Political Empowerment Project 
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 The Greater Pittsburgh Coalition Against Violence (CAV)   

 

Pledge for Peace 

We want safe, peaceful and just communities for all! 
 

I pledge to: 

VALUE the life of others  

RESPECT the rights and opinions of others 

BUILD positive, productive relationships 

FIND good in everyone I meet 

FOSTER a culture and climate of unity in my school and community 

 EXERCISE forgiveness 

ENSURE everyone I meet feels safe 

BE an advocate of peace 

SPEAK out against all forms of violence 

Name_________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________ 

School_____________________________________      Grade__________________ 

 

 

 
Presented by The Black Political Empowerment Project. 2201 Wylie Avenue, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 (412) 212-8775 
Email: cav.pgh@gmail.com 

www.b-pep.net 
 
 

Moving from Complaint to Possibility-From Planning to Implementation & Mobilization!” 

 

  

mailto:cav.pgh@gmail.com
http://www.b-pep.net/
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Foreword – First Edition (2008) 

 
Sitting on the ‘bench’ of the Allegheny 
County Court of Common Pleas has given 
me an exceptional vantage point with respect 
to the problems that impact our communities. 
My role as a Juvenile Court Judge is unique 
in that it gives me the opportunity to see 
many troubled youths before they become 
ingrained in a negative lifestyle and succumb 
to the evils of “The Streets.” 
 
The “evils” begin to attract and attack our 
youth when they are young.  Violence, gun 
toting and sexual deviancy becomes an 
intimate partner in their lives long before they 
mature with wisdom. Young males that come 
into my courtroom are more likely to die 
before they reached adulthood than to 
graduate from high school. The crime of 
“weapon carrying” is the most prevalent 
offense adjudicated.  I also see a growing 
trend of young women engaging in the same 
offenses. 
 
Addressing this violence phenomenon is 
imperative. We must find a way to address 
these problems within our youth subculture.  
It is all of our responsibility to insure they 
have the opportunity to become ripe with 
years, mature with wisdom and most of all 
productive citizens. If we do not jump in and 
save our children, they will not have the tools 
needed to continue the legacy of our fathers. 
Our first goal, as responsible stakeholders, is 
to get our youth to realize that violence 
solves nothing.  Our second goal has to give 
them something to look forward to since most 
of all they lack hope.  

 
 
As a Juvenile Court Judge, I am pained by 
the lack of hope that I see in the eyes of the 
youth who come before me. I am not 
surprised by their lack of awareness of the 
need to be respectful to their parents, elders 
as well the authorities.  It appears that they 
have long ago turned off their emotions. At 
first, I was startled by their boldness and lack 
of fear expressed in their behaviors in and 
out of court, but then I soon recognized their 
behaviors as a defense mechanism. I am 
stilled by their words, those said and mostly 
unsaid, because of a lack of proper 
education. I am greatly grieved by the 
apparent lack of guidance suffered by these 
young people. Yet I am encouraged by the  
work of The Coalition Against Violence 
and it is so very important that they be 
recognized for their dedication to our 
communities. 
 
Accolades are to be extended to all who have 
taken the time to sit down, ponder, discuss, 
seek solutions and provide this booklet as a 
beacon of hope for our children. The Bible 
tells us in Psalms 127:3, “Sons are a heritage 
from the Lord, children a reward from Him.”  
Thus, our youth are our legacy and a 
blessing from God almighty. We must “train 
them up in the way they should go, and when 
they are old, they will not depart from it 
(Proverbs 22:6).” 
 

Judge Dwayne D. Woodruff 

Court of Common Pleas, Family Division 
Allegheny County 

Pittsburgh Steelers 1979- ‘90 
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Foreword to Second Edition 
 

As a judge in the Family Division of the 
Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, I 
sit on a “Judicial Bench.” This courtroom 
bench is raised two feet above ground level 
and fifteen feet in front of the table where the 
lawyer and juvenile defendant sit. Behind me 
are a United States flag and Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania flag.  
 
On a daily basis, young people come before 
the bench and I can only imagine that they 
feel some measure of intimidation and fear 
as they look up at me from the defendant’s 
table. I consider how intimidated I would 
have felt at their age and this realization 
leads me to speak to these young people 
with sensitivity and in a very caring manner. 
Additionally, in order to pass down a fair 
judgment that seeks to impart ‘balanced and 
restorative justice’ as opposed to punitive 
justice, I consider what they have done (the 
crime they committed), in addition to, how 
they got where they are; what factors led to 
the circumstances that placed them at the 
defendants table before me. 
 
I have noticed three phenomena in relation 
to why youth find themselves in the 
courtroom: 

 Youth are exhibiting increased 

aggression; involved in violent 

altercations, fights… 

 More youth are carrying fire 

arms/weapons. 

 There is an increased lack of 

understanding of the importance of 

education, leading to poor academic 

performance, truancy, high dropout 

rate... 

 
The years that I have spent on the bench 
have given me insight into ‘best practices’ or 
what works best in reaching our youth to  

encourage them to travel down the right 
path, to steer clear of violence and other 
unlawful activities. I can point out two factors 
that I believe makes a huge and profound 
difference; Education and Caring Individuals. 
 
In compiling and writing the 2nd edition of the 
“Strategies for Change: Building More 
Peaceful Communities” the Coalition Against 
Violence is exhibiting and providing both, 
education and care, to every sector of our 
society. Each chapter thoroughly addresses 
all aspects of the violence issue and gives 
guidance toward reducing and eliminating 
this societal ill. The Coalition Against 
Violence has updated a document that 
answers the all-to-often asked question of, 
“what can I do” with detailed and well thought 
out responses and action points for every 
person and community group.  This has been 
a collaborative effort that has the potential to 
yield great results in this battle against 
violence. The bible speaks clearly in Psalms 
24:5, A wise man has great power, and a 
man of knowledge increases strength; for 
waging war you need guidance, and for 
victory many advisers.”  
 
I proclaim that accolades are in order for the 
Coalition Against Violence and all the 
dedicated individuals who have taken the 
time to study this violence problem, 
contemplate it, discuss it, collaborate around 
it, seek attainable solutions and ultimately, 
present this document with resolve to 
educate all and exhibit their care and 
concern for our children, our communities 
and our future.  
 

Judge Dwayne D. Woodruff 

Court of Common Pleas, Family Division 
Allegheny County 
 
 

October 2, 2011
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A Historical Perspective of Rap Music as it Relates to the  
Violence in the African American Community 

By Steve Johnson 
 
 
Music has always touched hearts and minds. 
People have expressed the social ills of their 
particular era through popular music, from 
jazz to rock ‘n roll, to country. In the late 
1970s, inner city youth (mainly African 
American and Latino youth) embraced a new 
culture and consciousness called “Hip Hop” 
with its innovative art, clothing, and music.  
The elements of Hip Hop included deejaying, 
graffiti art, break dancing and other dance 
forms, as well as emceeing or “rapping” over 
beats, and disseminating knowledge.   
 
Groups such as KRS-1 and Afrika 
Bambaataa with the Zulu Nation intended for 
rap music to be a tool for teaching the youth 
in a positive way.  Rap lyrics were filled with 
messages about the realities facing many 
inner city youth, such as gang violence and 
drugs. Yet messages about love, unity, 
justice, respect, and responsibility were also 
incorporated in the music. During the 
mid1980s, groups like Public Enemy, Boogie 
Down Productions and X-Klan, Queen 
Latifah, and Salt ‘n Peppa carried on the 
tradition of positive teaching through their 
music.  With one or two exceptions, rap 
artists were mostly African American and a 
few Latinos. 
 
From its beginnings, older people, both Black 
and white, viewed rap as an art form that 
would not last.  While the artists were mostly 
youth of color, rapping about inner city life, 
the music was being purchased by more 
young White men, living in suburban and 
rural areas, than any other group in the US 
population. Seeing the huge potential for 
making millions by exploiting the Hip Hop 
musical form called emceeing or “rap,” the 
major music and advertising agencies seized 
the opportunity to capitalize on this gold mine 
and the Rap Industry was born. 

In the early 90s “the industry labeled this new 
music form “Gangsta Rap.”  One of the first 
groups to receive world-wide attention under 
this new “genre” was called NWA (Niggas 
with Attitude) from Compton, California.  
NWA gave “voice” to inner city youth, who 
lived the thug life, because they incorporated 
messages about police brutality, poverty, 
and crime – issues inner city youth face 
every day.   The message might have been 
about the realities of life, but the sexually 
explicit and violent images to which youth 
were being exposed from the “Gangsta Rap” 
videos held implications that could be seen 
as being potentially harmful to the “hearts 
and minds” of the youth.   
 
Capitalizing on the huge popularity of the 
particular form of music, the record labels, 
the movie and TV entertainment industry, as 
well as the advertising industry began to 
invest millions into promoting those artists 
with gangster material.  Quite often, artists 
with more positive messages were ignored. 
Many of the Gangsta and the Krunk rappers 
have written more socially conscious music, 
as well. Yet, it appeared that artists who 
glorified the thug or player life-style received 
the greatest exposure from the music 
industry.   
 
It was during this period in history that youth 
gangs began to rise in many of the inner 
cities. Rap became an issue of national 
security when the rapper Ice T wrote “Kill the 
Police” and Gangsta Rap became part of the 
national consciousness. 
Congressional hearings and boycotts of the 
music were called to protest the dangerous 
messages being espoused by many rappers.   
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It did not matter that the music was the 
“voice” of many youths, who clearly 
understood the impact of poverty, police 
brutality, under-employment and mis-
education on their daily existence.  
 
The music corporations must have 
understood the effects that this music would 
have on the mentality of the community, 
especially the youth, but chose instead to 
keep getting rich.  Music label executives and 
artist promoters heavily pushed “Gangsta 
Rap,” often to the exclusion of other forms of 
rap, thereby creating a new culture and 
mindset.   
 
Whether the rap artists actually lived the lives 
they spoke about in their music, they felt that 
to be hugely successful, they had no choice 
but to do “Gangsta Rap” if they expected to 
survive in the industry. Moreover, many of 
these rappers actually believe they are giving 
a positive message through their music when 
they give their personal testimonies about 
the realities of their lives.   
 
However, when they fail to see, or either 
choose to ignore the trap being set for them 
by the industry, such artists are only 
brainwashing themselves into believing the 
“hype” set forth by the record labels.  
Furthermore, many rappers glorify the 
“skewed” messages about power and wealth 
gleaned from mainstream movies, such as 
Scarface and other gangster movies.   
 
In recent years, “Beef” CDs or DVDs have 
become very popular.  Rappers “go at” each 
other to prove how much tougher they are 
than the next guy. These so-called “feuds” 
between rap stars may be a marketing ploy 
to drive up sales, but they also send a 
potentially dangerous message to the youth.  
These so-called “Beef” CDs are another 
brainwashing tool, and the youth are not 
aware of what is happening.   
 
Far too many music albums, music videos, 
video games, movies, and other forms of 
media perpetuate negative stereotypes 
about African Americans and other people of 
color. Today’s youth are seeing a skewed 
view of life and are receiving mixed 
messages that are potentially damaging to 

their healthy development and well-being. 
Not only are young men receiving mixed 
messages about their manhood and their 
place in society, the messages about women 
are also potentially damaging because they 
tend to show women as objects.  The music 
glorifies the gangster life as well as the pimp 
life with its fixation on fast cars, fast women, 
and big money.  Furthermore, many adults 
are fearful that our Black youth are being 
brainwashed into thinking that they must be 
“gangster” in order to survive, or that one 
must be a “pimp” to get the woman and the 
money.  
 
This brainwashing may be evident in the 
state of young Black America today when 
two-thirds of the youth in prison are Black.  
This may be evident in the Pittsburgh region 
where the majority of homicide victims of 
gang-like or “drug-war” violence is Black. 
 
What children hear and see shapes their 
growth and development.  “We are all a 
product of our environment,” say the 
rappers.” However, not everyone in the inner 
city, or from the ‘hood’, is a gangster or a 
gang member, a “player”, or a “gold-digging” 
woman.   
 
Nevertheless, many youths try to emulate 
their favorite rap artists who glorify these 
things. This music also exposes young 
children to sexually explicit lyrics, curse 
words, and messages that glorify the “fast 
life.”  Young people internalize the images 
and messages they receive from the music, 
and can become desensitized to the real 
consequences of violence when they are 
exposed to too many videos or movies with 
violent themes.  
 
Rappers and the music industry both reap 
huge financial benefits, but do so at the 
expense of the “hearts and minds” of millions 
of youth.  As stated previously, White males 
buy more rap music than any other group in 
the United States, approximately 80%. 
Furthermore, rap music is all over the world; 
youths from Russia to Africa, from Brazil to 
Europe are getting their blueprint from 
watching American videos and listening to 
rap music.   
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Millions of young people think that all Black 
youth in America are pimps, players, 
gangsters and prostitutes, for these are the 
images they see.  Moreover, millions of 
African American youth and children 
internalize these negative images. Add this 
to the effects of internalized oppression from 
racism, and even sexism, on Black people in 
this society. One might be tempted to 
conclude that youth violence in the African 
American community may be one of the 
effects of too much exposure to negative 
music.  

Major corporations continue to invest heavily 
in “Gangsta Rap” or its latest incarnation 
known as “Krunk Rap,” artists with more 
conscious or positive messages receive less 
exposure or airplay.  Unfortunately, radio 
stations all across the country will choose to 
play a song like “Pop, Lock, and Drop It,” with 
its sexually explicit lyrics, over a song like “I 
Know I Can” an anthem of self-esteem and 
self-determination. 
 
More often than not, many of the more 
conscious artists must turn to the music 
“underground” to get their music played. The 
major music networks such as MTV or VH1 
show all kinds of music, including Krunk 
music. However, until recently, BET, the 

“Black” network, had a late night rotation 
which featured the uncut, unedited and so-
called more adult and sexually explicit 
versions of many of the videos shown on 
other times of the day.  Furthermore, there 
are also websites, featuring the uncut or 
unedited lyrics of this music, to which even 
children can have access.   
 
Do the rappers understand this or even care 
how our children and youth are affected by 
their music?  Do the mostly White producers 
and executives understand or even care if 
the music they sponsor glorifies and 
perpetuates negative stereotypes?  Do 
parents know exactly what their children are 
listening to on the radio, or seeing on TV?  Is 
this music a contributing factor to the 
violence that permeates the streets of many 
African American communities?  
 
Everyone -- the music executives and 
promoters, the TV music and radio network 
heads, parents and the community – must 
take responsibility for what our children and 
youth are seeing and hearing. If this music is 
a contributing factor to the violence that 
permeates the streets of our communities, 
there has to be a change. 
 

 
 
 
Steve Johnson is the author of Wake Up Young Black Males: Life Is What You Make It. 
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Statement on Area Violence 
From The Black Political Empowerment Project (B-PEP) and  

The Greater Pittsburgh Coalition Against Violence (CAV) 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015  

 
 

Area viewers of local television news have, 
for some time, been exposed to numerous 
incidents and tragedies involving violence.  
The unfortunate fact is that the frequency of 
such reporting is at such a level that many of 
us might have become almost immune to the 
depth of the pain caused to all of us, to our 
children in particular, and to the health and 
welfare of our communities in general, by the 
regular reporting of such negative news.   
 
The news reports this past Saturday morning 
on local news, which included the reporting 
of the deaths of both fifteen year Curtis 
Pounds shot on Thursday in Knoxville, and 
the report that fourteen-year-old Desean 
Fountain who was shot the previous week in 
East Liberty did not survive, coupled with the 
reporting of numerous other shooting 
incidents, was just too much for many of too 
ignore and not address. 
 
Many of the partners of B-PEP, the Black 
Political Empowerment Project, the Greater 
Pittsburgh Coalition Against Violence (CAV), 
Voices Against Violence (VAV) and 
CeaseFirePA have come together this 
morning to express our collective upset as to 
what is happening in and to our communities.  
We thank each and every one of these 
additional partners who has joined us today 
to express their outrage.   
 
One thing we want to make very clear to 
anyone who wonders, this ongoing violence 
within our neighborhoods and communities 
is absolutely unacceptable. We are 
collectively, once again calling upon all 
persons who have committed, and those 
who are contemplating any acts of violence, 
to please think twice, and then think again, 
about how their acts of violence affect the 
loved ones of those who are shot and/or 
killed, and the profoundly negative affects 
upon themselves, their futures and the 
community at large.   

 
When a child can’t stand outside his home 
without fearing violence, we have come a 
long way in the wrong direction. When a 22-
month old infant is killed in his own home, 
due to negligence involved in how guns are 
stored, and when we have another home 
where a father leaves two guns on a table 
allowing 9-year-old to shoot his six-year-old 
brother, we have come a long way in the 
wrong direction.  When a fifteen-month-old 
baby, such as Marcus White Jr. is shot and 
killed, as happened a few years ago in East 
Hills at a picnic, we have come long way in 
the wrong direction.   
 
Some time ago I stated that unfortunately, 
many of us, particularly within the urban 
setting, are within “three degrees of death”: 
We have possibly personally lost someone 
we love to violence as has Rich Carrington, 
Executive Director of Voices Against 
Violence, who just lost, on September 10th, 
one the young people who attended his 
summer camp, or B-PEP Election Protection 
staff member, Audrey Thomas, who just lost 
her grandson to a shooting in the Hill District 
on September 7th; or we personally know 
someone who has lost someone to violence; 
or lastly, we know someone who knows 
someone who has lost someone to violence.  
When I grew up in the Hill District, just blocks 
away from this office, I could not say that. 
 
We call upon parents, grandparents and 
relatives who have people in their families 
who they know or suspect might be involved 
in violent and/or illegal activities which may 
be putting their families and communities at 
risk, to at least attempt to direct their loved 
ones in another direction.  We must 
individually and collectively continue to seek 
ways to end the violence and build new 
opportunities and possibilities. 
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We also call upon our political and corporate 
leaders to make a priority the uprooting of the 
roots of poverty and dysfunctionality within 
our communities and do whatever is 
necessary to re-build those same 
communities. With B-PEP’s Corporate 
Equity & inclusion Roundtable (CEIR) we are 
calling upon Corporate Pittsburgh to be 
proactive in seeking, training, retaining, 
mentoring and promoting African Americans 
and people of color throughout the Pittsburgh 
Region, and to providing breakthroughs for 
entrepreneurial opportunities for African 
Americans and people of color.  It remains 
the position of B-PEP, the Coalition Against 
Violence and the Corporate Equity & 
Inclusion Roundtable that the roots of 
violence are rooted in the absence of access 
to employment and positive entrepreneurial 
opportunities.  Without a true commitment to 
realization of these goals the violence we say 
we all abhor will NOT go away! 
 
There are numerous organizations, 
agencies, religious groups and individuals 
who, on a regular basis, attempt to plant 
seeds of hope to replace the roots of 
violence, many of whom are represented at 
this morning’s news conference.   
 
We have just recently had conversations on 
laying the foundation to expand our B-
PEP/CAV anti-violence Youth Summits in 
area schools to implement many of the 
strategies listed in our “Strategies for 
Change” document.  Our whole focus, once 
we complete the revised document is to seek 
partners in ‘implementation and mobilization’ 
of the hundreds of strategies contained in our 
document.   
 
B-PEP and the Greater Pittsburgh Coalition 
Against Violence is [dedicated] to eliminating 
the various forms of violence, at last 
Thursday’s B-PEP Planning [by addressing] 
a form of what might be called ‘violent 
rhetoric.’ 
 
In our new Coalition Against Violence 
document we will be including the revised 
version of the “You and The Police” brochure 
which is aimed at educating young people, 
and the community at large, with regard to 
their rights when interacting with police.  We 

have also requested Chief Cameron McLay 
to ensure that all of his police officers are 
trained in what’s in that document and the 
rights of our citizens which must be 
respected, and he has agreed to do so.   
 
However, as many of us in this room move to 
ensure that the rights of our citizens are 
protected and that the relationship, 
particularly between the police and the 
African American community and 
communities of color is improved, we must 
be diligent to also foster both respect from 
the police to our community, and to foster 
respect from our community to the police.   
 
Many of us at our B-PEP meeting were quite 
concerned that some people walking in a 
Black Lives Matter march in St. Paul 
Minnesota on Saturday, August 29, 2015 
and crying out “Pigs in a Blanket – Fry ‘em 
like bacon” were indeed undermining the 
positive roots of a very powerful movement.  
Advocating violence toward police is not the 
way to gain new partners throughout this 
nation in the movement to eliminate police 
brutality and to educate our nation on some 
of the historic wrongs which have taken place 
on the part of some police officers against 
African Americans and people of color.  
 
Such language is certainly not respectful of 
such positive law enforcement officers. We 
are strongly against any type of violence, 
including violent rhetoric, be it from the police 
toward us, or violence from us toward the 
police. 
 
With the recent incidents involving negligent 
behavior with regard to the safe storage of 
guns, particularly in homes where young 
children reside, we strongly advocate the 
review of that section by area agencies, 
organizations, schools and homes. We also 
strongly advocate that all of our community 
partners work closely with Ceasefire PA in 
their efforts to gain legislative support for the 
revised “House Bill 1010” which advocates 
additional background checks for the 
purchase of guns throughout the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We are 
currently seeking area police officials and 
political leaders to support this CeaseFirePA 

initiative   Tim Stevens 
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To receive information on obtaining copies of this brochure contact The Greater Pittsburgh Coalition 
Against Violence at cav.pgh@gmail.com. 
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